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MANDURAH — CRIME RATES 
Grievance 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [9.35 am]: I rise to deliver a grievance to the Minister for Police. I appreciate 
the minister taking my grievance this morning. This grievance is largely about crime, which comes under the 
minister’s portfolio, and police numbers in my district of Dawesville and across the City of Mandurah more broadly. 
Unfortunately, I, together with the member for Hillarys as the shadow Minister for Police, had a crime forum 
scheduled in my district on 2 May. Given everything that is going on with COVID-19, that has been postponed until 
a date that is yet to be fixed. I am very grateful to the member for Hillarys for his continued support in addressing 
local crime issues in our community. Although the crime forum has been suspended and a lot of attention is being 
paid, and rightly so, to the COVID-19 response, that does not mean that crime is not an issue in our community. 
It is an issue that should still be raised with the minister.  
In August last year, members would be aware that together with the Leader of the Opposition and the member for 
Hillarys, we held a crime rally in Mandurah. More than 400 people turned out to that rally. It was a significant 
turning point in the attitudes of our community members who went from putting up with the increase in crime in 
our community, to demanding action from the government. I am pleased to say that at the time we had a response 
from the government: a surge in police numbers. I know that because police officers out of uniform came to my 
office and told us that there were more police on the street in Mandurah for a small period. Unusually, crime went 
down during that time! Who would have thought it? We had more police on the street and the crime rate went 
down; that is exactly what we are continuing to ask for from this government. Unfortunately, after our very small, 
time-limited campaign, the additional police numbers were withdrawn and the crime rate went back up again, so 
much so that it has become more noticeable now. Local businesses and residents continue to complain that crime 
is still an issue in our community.  
I asked some people right across Mandurah what they thought about crime. I have some anecdotes here—I appreciate 
that they are anecdotes. Nonetheless, they are concerns from residents that I would like to raise in this house 
because we will not be able to do that at our crime forum that was originally scheduled to occur on 2 May. Karen, 
who lives in Dudley Park, had a $90 000 boat stolen from her business and also had her home in Dudley Park broken 
into. Sandra, who lives in Pinjarra, said that she no longer goes to Mandurah Forum, the foreshore or Smart Street 
mall area due to safety and security concerns. Brooke in Meadow Springs said, “The only changes we have seen 
is that of growth and crime in Mandurah.” Laura, who lives in Silver Sands, said, “My partner and I witnessed 
someone breaking into our neighbour’s home. It is their holiday home and they were not in residence at the time. 
This is the fourth or fifth time in roughly four months that that home has been targeted.” Beckie from Dawesville 
said, “I have lived in the Mandurah area for about five years. In that time, my family has had a home broken into, 
then my husband was king hit from behind near Smart Street mall. A police report was made but we never heard 
back about that or had a phone call to let us know what was going on. My oldest daughter moved out into her own 
place for the first time, only to move back home with us because her home was broken into three times within the 
first few months.” Colin, who lives in Madora Bay, said, “In central Mandurah the antisocial behaviour is getting 
worse. We no longer shop at Woolies downtown or anywhere near the Smart Street mall.” Marg from Halls Head 
said, “We feel unsafe walking around the City of Mandurah.” Tony said that his business was robbed and that 
$50 000 of electrical cables were removed and damaged from his construction site in January this year. Barbara in 
South Yunderup said, “I was a victim of a home invasion in October and was held up with a machete by one young 
fella. His mate held a knife to my throat. They stole money, jewellery and my confidence.” 
These are the stories that we are getting from people from right across Mandurah who remain concerned about the 
level of crime in the community. When we held the rally in May, we made one simple demand, and that was for 
more police on our streets. That is all we wanted. The police in Western Australia, and in Mandurah in particular, 
do an exceptional job, so much so that we just want more of them. That is exactly what we want. It was not just 
the 400 people on the foreshore in Mandurah and me saying that. I appreciate the minister would argue we are 
politicising this, but it is not politicising the situation to care for and be concerned about the welfare of the people 
in my district. It is not just us saying this and it is not just about the anecdotal evidence I have presented to the 
chamber; the City of Mandurah is also saying this. The City of Mandurah met the Minister for Police at a private 
forum—not a public one—in, I believe, October 2019. I am very interested to know why the minister would not 
face up to the people of Mandurah. The City of Mandurah raised five key points at that private forum. The city wanted 
to see a WA police mental health co-response in Mandurah as a priority, a trial of intensive outreach services for 
those who are hardest to assist, proactive patrols by police in the city during peak periods for an extended time, 
increased access to drug treatment services, an improved connection between the police and the city’s security, 
and a commitment to seek prohibitive behaviour orders for those who commit crimes that display serious antisocial 
behaviour in our community. That is not just me or the hundreds of residents saying it; it is the City of Mandurah 
saying it, together with a number of people who were invited to that closed-door meeting. I was not invited to that 
meeting. Of course, the minister could not have a dissentient voice in the room. Even after the City of Mandurah 
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made those five demands, we still have not seen a response. It is remarkable that, unfortunately, crime continues 
to be a significant concern for our community as we stand here in March 2020 after those demands were made in 
October and the rally was held in August last year. 
This is not the first time that I have raised the issue with the Minister for Police. I hope that the minister will give 
us a genuine commitment today that the government will actually pay some attention to Mandurah and increase 
the number of police officers in our community. Future conditions are uncertain and the one thing people are very 
concerned about is their safety and security. Police are at the forefront of that. Mandurah is already suffering 
from an increased level of crime and is seeing more police removed from its police station. The minister and 
the government are unwilling to engage with the community and they want to hold closed-door meetings rather 
than meet with the community. I hope that we see some action on this and that the minister’s contribution today 
will be earnest and considered and reflect the concerns of the people of Mandurah who have suffered long 
enough from a government that continues to ignore us and our concerns about crime and antisocial behaviour 
in our community. 
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [9.42 am]: What an entirely political diatribe. The 
member for Dawesville made a few assertions but without providing any evidence to back up what he was suggesting. 
He continually suggests that crime is going up in Mandurah and that it is somehow a huge crime hotspot in the 
metropolitan area. That does nothing at all for the reputation of Mandurah. He does not quote any statistics because 
he is too embarrassed. If he looked at the long-term statistics and saw what has happened to reported crime in 
Mandurah from year to year, he would see that crime peaked by a long way back in 2015–16, during the last 
financial year when the former Liberal–National government was in office. The Liberal–National government split 
the police force into two and took people away from the frontline duties and, effectively, halved the frontline service 
by putting people into desk jobs—the local policing teams—and had only half the number of police responding to 
incidents. When the member for Dawesville’s leader—the Leader of the Opposition, Liza Harvey—was Minister 
for Police, she took away the Mandurah policing district. It lost district status. Mandurah also lost its traffic unit. 
What has happened since we came to government? We put more resources into the Mandurah district. In fact, we 
created the Mandurah district. We have a specific focus on Mandurah. With district status comes all the units that 
a district gets, including, for example, a family and domestic violence team specifically for the Mandurah district. 
Mandurah would not and did not get that under the former government when the now Leader of the Opposition, 
Liza Harvey, was Minister for Police. The Mandurah district now also has its own traffic unit. 

What we have heard today is a number of anecdotes from victims of crime. For a long time, year in, year out, 
I have heard very similar anecdotes from victims of crime from right around this state. Whenever any of us put out 
a questionnaire to our electorates and ask people whether they have concerns about any issues, anyone who has 
been a victim of crime will list that because anyone who has been a victim of crime is distressed by that. However, 
the member for Dawesville seeks to use that for his own political advantage. 
Mr T.J. Healy: It’s very disappointing. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: It is very disappointing. In these challenging times, I would have thought he could make 
a more sensible contribution to Parliament today rather than try to whip up fear in his community. He talked about 
me having a closed meeting with the City of Mandurah. My recollection is that there were 20 people around the 
table, including traders representing the mall. The member complained that he was not invited, but it is not his 
electorate or shadow portfolio. Why would I invite that loudmouth troublemaker who does not want to make 
a sensible contribution? I wanted to talk to people on the ground. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: Hold a public forum. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms S.E. Winton): Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the first time. You 
will not interrupt. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I did not set the terms for this meeting. I understand that the member for Mandurah, who 
does a fantastic job, and the mayor and others wanted to have a productive discussion with senior police and me, 
as the minister. They did not want the meeting to be party political. They did not want someone there who was just 
trying to whip up a story in the Mandurah Mail. They wanted a sensible discussion and proactive strategies. 
We restructured the police model so that we have more police able to respond to incidents and we restored the 
Mandurah district with a focus directly on Mandurah. On Monday this week, I had a meeting with  
Deputy Commissioner Dreibergs. We talked specifically about a range of policing issues and he told me about 
the success of Operation Heat Shield. Significant extra money has been put into police overtime and police 
resourcing over the summer period. We know that a lot of people are out and about in beautiful towns like Mandurah 
during the summer. Whether they are in the mall or on the foreshore, people are out and about enjoying that 
lifestyle, and over the summer period, that brings with it issues for police. That occurs worldwide. Unfortunately, 
sometimes when people drink and enjoy themselves outdoors, they get themselves into conflict, so we need 
a strong police presence. Deputy Commissioner Dreibergs said that the police kept up the additional policing in 
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Mandurah and had excellent results over the summer period of December, January and February. Things are 
tracking better in Mandurah. Does that mean no-one will be a victim of crime in Mandurah? No, it does not. 
However, it does mean that compared with the same time last year, we are seeing some significant reductions in 
crime. We are also seeing a stronger police presence in Mandurah’s CBD. Deputy Commissioner Dreibergs 
assures me that that presence has been maintained across Mandurah. Although the member for Dawesville may 
have a very negative view, that view is not shared by others. We have continued to resource Mandurah. I note that 
the peaks in all crimes were achieved during the former government’s term in office. Since then, crime has largely 
come down. We have made a special effort to focus on a range of crimes in Mandurah.  
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